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N A M E D AT E C L A S S

The coins in In Their Hands were spent and held in the years of the Gospels. Eight are genuine. Three are

museum-quality replicas, honest copies labeled as copies. But how does an expert know an ancient coin is

real? Today you are a coin detective.

01 P A R T  1

Spot the difference

One of these is a real widow’s mite, the tiny coin of Mark 12:41–44. The other is a modern fake. Look at

both, then check every clue you can see.

R E A L  O R  R E P L I C A ?  ·  W I D O W ’ S  M I T E  ·  L E P T O N

C O I N  A C O I N  B

C L U E C O I N  A C O I N  B

Rough, uneven and off-center

Clean, neat and perfect

Worn and old-looking

Sharp, even letters and shapes

The fake is    Coin A  or Coin B   (circle one)
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Expert clue: a real lepton was a cheap, everyday coin, made fast and crude. The fake is too good. “If a lepton looks

perfect, be suspicious.”

02 P A R T  2

Which clue helped you most?

Finish the sentence: I know the fake is a fake because…

03 P A R T  3

A coin that is evidence
C A S E  7  ·  G E N U I N E

The coin of Pontius Pilate

Pilate was the Roman governor who put Jesus on trial. He had this coin made in

29/30 AD, the year of the Passion. Some people once wondered if Pilate was real.

In 1961 a stone with his name was found — but his coins had been evidence all

along.

Who had this coin made? In what year? What does it help show about the Gospel?

04 P A R T  4

Put the coins in order

These four coins go with four Gospel stories. Write 1, 2, 3, 4 in the boxes, from the first story to the last.

S H A R E  W I T H  Y O U R  F A M I L Y

Look at a coin from home with a magnifying glass. Is it worn on its highest points? Then tell your family about

Pilate’s coin, and why it is evidence that the Gospel really happened.

Porcius Festus

59–62 AD

Paul appeals to Caesar

Acts 25:12

Augustus Caesar

5–4 BC

Jesus is born in Bethlehem

Luke 2:1

Herod Agrippa I

41–44 AD

Peter is seized

Acts 12:3

Pontius Pilate

29/30 AD

Jesus is put on trial

Matthew 27:24


