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T H E  3 0  M I N U T E S

4 min

H O O K

10 min

STO RY T I M E

12 min

ACT I V I TY

4 min

C LOS E

B Y  T H E  E N D  O F  T H I S  L E S S O N

You will be able to:

1 match each coin to the person who held it, using

picture clues

2 tell the story of the widow’s two tiny coins, and

why Jesus called her gift the biggest

3 say how the emperor’s census brought Mary and

Joseph to Bethlehem

4 G O  D E E P E R  speak or write as one of the

people, telling what is in your hands

W H Y  T H I S  M A T T E R S  Every coin here was held by

someone, two thousand years ago, in the land where

Jesus lived. Their stories reach us through hands just

like yours.

L E A R N I N G  O B J E C T I V E

What children will understand

Children will learn that the coins in the exhibition were really

used, two thousand years ago, by people in the land where

Jesus lived. They will meet four of those people, match each

coin to the hands that held it, and hear how two of the coins

belong to stories in the Gospels: the widow who gave

everything, and the census that brought Mary and Joseph

to Bethlehem.

S T A N D A R D S  A N D  T H E M E S

Scripture — Mark 12:41–44; Luke 2:1–7; Matthew 2:13–15

Catechism — CCC 2544: the poor widow who gave all

she had to live on

Social Studies — people long ago: work, home, market

and worship

Virtue — generosity: giving what truly costs us something

M A T E R I A L S  N E E D E D

Page 3 of this plan, projected or printed: the four people and their coins

A few coins from a pocket or purse

Four signs for the corners of the room: Widow, Merchant, Mother, Priest

Differentiated handouts, one per child; crayons

H O O K  ·  4  M I N U T E S

Who held this before you?

Pass a coin from your pocket around the circle. “Before this coin came to me, whose hands held it? A shopkeeper? A bus

driver? Someone’s grandma?” Let children guess. Then: “Some coins are very, very old. Today we will meet people who held

coins two thousand years ago, in the land where Jesus lived.”

p r o j e c t . o r gp r o j e c t . o r g

T E A C H E R  L E S S O N  P L A N

Whose Hands Held This?Whose Hands Held This?
Grades 1–2 · Hands of History · Coins and the people who held them
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S T O R Y  T I M E  ·  1 0  M I N U T E S

Four people, four coins

Show page 3. Point to each person and ask “Who do you think this is? What is in their hands?” Then read their story from

the card beneath.

A C T I V I T Y  ·  1 2  M I N U T E S

Find the hands

Put a sign in each corner. Show one coin at a time from page 3 and say its clue (“the smallest coin of all”). Children walk to

the person who held it. In each corner, invite one or two children to step into the story and speak as that person: “I am the

widow. I am giving my two little coins to God.”

Then children choose a handout. All three levels match the same four coins to the same four people.

G R E E N  L E V E L

MORE S UPPORT

Draw a line from each coin to the person

who held it, using picture clues. Circle how

many coins the widow gave, and draw a gift

you could give to God.

Y E L LO W  L E V E L

GRADE LEVEL

Write the right letter under each coin. Finish

four short sentences from a word bank, then

say which person you would like to meet,

and why.

R E D  L E V E L

GO DEEPER

Match the coins, then choose one person

and write two or three sentences as if you

were them. Invent the journey of a coin from

hand to hand.

L O O K  B A C K  A N D  P R A Y  ·  4  M I N U T E S

Ask the objectives back as questions, from the screen or page 1: “Can you now…?” For each one, children show a thumb up,

sideways or down. Ask one child to answer each aloud; for the last, ask a Red Level child to speak as their person.

Ask the children to hold out their open hands. Pray together, a line at a time: “Jesus, the widow gave you everything in her

hands. Here are my hands. Help me to give with a happy heart — my time, my kindness and my love. Amen.”

M I N I  M U S E U M  C O N N E C T I O N

Visit the exhibition: the Widow’s Mite, the Shekel of

Tyre and Herod’s coin are all in the cases. Play Hands

of History together: look at the hands and guess

whose they are.

Virtual visit: the game, the coins and their stories are

all online.

minimuseumproject.org/exhibit ions/ in-their-hands

Q U E S T I O N S  F O R  S T O R Y  T I M E

Look at each person’s hands. What are they doing —

giving, counting, holding, working?

Which coin is the smallest? Why do you think the widow’s

tiny gift was the biggest to Jesus?

Herod’s coin has no face on it. Whose face is on our

coins? Why did Herod leave the face off?

If you could ask one of these people a question, what

would you ask?

F O R  T H E  T E A C H E R

Telling the stories at this age

Bethlehem, gently. The exhibition sets the mother’s story beside Herod’s order in Matthew 2:16. For six- to eight-year-olds,

tell only Matthew 2:13–15: the angel’s warning and the Holy Family’s safe journey to Egypt. If a child already knows that

Herod was cruel, it is enough to say that he was a bad king and that God kept Jesus safe.

The priest’s coin. The Shekel of Tyre is also the coin that, almost certainly, paid Judas (Matthew 26:15). That story belongs to

older grades; here the priest is simply at work in God’s house.

Real or copy? The widow’s, the merchant’s and the mother’s coins are genuine. The shekel is a museum-quality replica,

because original examples are exceptionally rare. Children like being told which is which.

The widow and the priest both stand at the Temple treasury in the exhibition’s stories. Children may notice that the priest

could have seen the widow give; let them imagine it, as long as they know it is imagining.
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S H O W  Y O U R  C L A S S

Whose hands held this?

Project or print this page for story time and the corner game. Each coin sits beside the person who held it.

01
The Widow · Mark 12:41–44

At the Temple, rich people put in large gifts. A poor

widow came and put in two tiny coins — all she had.

Jesus told his friends she had given more than all the

others. Her coin, the lepton, was the smallest coin

people used. The exhibition shows two, because the

Gospel says two.

02
The Merchant · Luke 2:1

In a busy market, a merchant counts the day’s coins.

Many show the face of Augustus Caesar, the emperor in

faraway Rome. Augustus ordered a census, a counting

of all the people — and that is why Mary and Joseph

traveled to Bethlehem, where Jesus was born.

03
The Mother in Bethlehem · Matthew 2:13–15

A mother uses small coins to buy bread and oil for her

family. King Herod made these coins, and they have no

face on them, because Jewish law did not allow it. When

Jesus was born, an angel told Joseph in a dream to take

Mary and the baby to Egypt, where they would be safe.

04
The Temple Priest

A priest works at the Temple, where people paid a

Temple tax each year. The Temple accepted only one

coin for it, the shekel of Tyre, because its silver was the

purest. The priest held hundreds every day. Ours is a

replica — a careful copy — because real ones are very

rare.

AT  T H E  T E M P L E

The Widow
The Widow’s Mite

I N  T H E  M A R K E T

The Merchant
Coin of Augustus Caesar

AT  H O M E

The Mother in Bethlehem
Coin of King Herod

AT  T H E  T E M P L E

The Temple Priest
Shekel of Tyre (replica)


