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N A M E D AT E C L A S S

The Harlem Renaissance (c. 1920–1935) produced extraordinary work in music, literature, and visual art. It

grew from the Great Migration, when over one million Black Americans moved north, concentrating artistic

talent in Harlem in a way that had never existed before — and creating the conditions for a cultural explosion

that permanently changed American identity.

01 A C T I V I T Y  1  ·  L I T E R A R Y  A N A L Y S I S

How Writers Build Meaning

Harlem Renaissance writers used specific techniques to make their work both beautiful and politically

powerful. Analyze each technique:
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Vernacular dialect

(writing in everyday speech

patterns)

Jazz/blues rhythms in poetry

(irregular meter, repetition)

Specific place names

(125th Street, the Savoy)
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02 A C T I V I T Y  2  ·  Y O U R  O W N  V O I C E

Write in YOUR Vernacular

The Harlem Renaissance writers made a radical choice: they wrote in their own voices, not the “correct”

formal English they were taught. Write a short paragraph (4–6 sentences) about something that

matters to you, deliberately written in your own natural voice — the way you actually think and speak:

03 A C T I V I T Y  3  ·  T H E  H A R L E M  I N  W O R D S  W O R K S H O P

Craft a Renaissance Poem

Using the exhibition’s word bank, write a poem of at least 8 lines that uses: at least one metaphor, at

least one image appealing to a sense other than sight, and deliberate line breaks to create rhythm or

emphasis.

Write your poem here Brief artist statement (2–3 sentences): What is

your poem about, and what technique choices did

you make?

M I N I  M U S E U M  C O N N E C T I O N

Option 1 — Visit the exhibition: If the Harlem Renaissance exhibition is available at your school, visit the Mini

Museum to experience the phonograph, Jazz Lab, Great Migration Map, and more. Ask your librarian to

arrange a class visit.

Option 2 — Virtual visit: Explore the full exhibition at

minimuseumproject.org/exhibitions/harlem-renaissance

S H A R E  W I T H  Y O U R  F A M I L Y

Share your poem and your artist statement. Ask: “Can you tell what choices I made and why? Does the poem

sound like me?”


