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N A M E D AT E C L A S S

About Aaron Douglas: Aaron Douglas (1899–1979) was the leading visual artist of the Harlem Renaissance.

He created a completely new style: flat black silhouettes of figures, overlapping circles of light, and

geometric patterns inspired by African art. His paintings told the story of Black history and culture — from

Africa, through slavery, to freedom and the creativity of Harlem.

L O O K  C A R E F U L L Y  ·  O N  T H E  S C R E E N

Song of the Towers
Aaron Douglas, 1934. Oil on canvas.

G U I D E D  A N A L Y S I S

1. What do you see in the foreground (front) of the painting?

2. What shapes repeat in the background? What do you think they represent?

3. The figures have no facial features. Why do you think Douglas made that choice?
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G R E E N  L E V E L

M O R E  S U P P O RT

Seeing in SilhouetteSeeing in Silhouette
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M O R E  A N A L Y S I S

4. What colors does Douglas use? What mood do those colors create?

5. This painting is about jazz music in Harlem. Where do you see the music in the image?

Y O U R  T U R N :  M A K E  A  S I L H O U E T T E

Create in the Style of Douglas

In the box below, draw a silhouette figure doing something important — playing music, reading, leading, building.

Add at least one circle of light behind the figure, and one pattern or symbol in the background.

What did you choose to show, and why?

M I N I  M U S E U M  C O N N E C T I O N

The Harlem Renaissance exhibition features large-format prints of Aaron Douglas’s work alongside

interactive displays about his techniques. Look for the concentric circles — how many of his paintings use

them?

minimuseumproject.org/exhibit ions/harlem-renaissance

YO U R  S I L H O U E TT E  C O M P O S I T I O N  —  U S E  D A R K  P E N C I L  O R  M A R K E R  F O R  F I G U R E S ,  C O LO R  L I G H T LY  F O R

B AC KG R O U N D


